! Oklahoma

Diawen lightt ignites the sandsione clitts in Red
Rl Canyon outssde Hindon, Dklahoma.

Upon entering Oklahoma, a decorative granite sign demarcates the state
line, followed soon by a billboard depicting a Buffalo Bill character, wav-
ing his Stetson, astride a spotted horse rearing out of the sign in welcoming
exhortation. My next stop was the Route 66 museum in Clinton. This so-
called Mother Road became the highway of opportunity for Depression-
era Oklahoma Dust Bowl retugees seeking renewal in the agncultural
paradise California promised. During the formative period of the motor age,
America’s Main Street came to symbolize a restless, freewheeling mobility.
® Mear the oulskirts of Hinton, a steep,
hairpin-curved road drops info Red Aock
Camyon, & hidden valley chasm sliced by
a spring-fed creek flowing beneath soft,
red sandstone clitts. Climbers rappelled up

theesr sheer Taces. | found secluded camping
amang a fine old growe of hardwood trées.

# State Route 37 softly undulates with

the landscape and occasionally curves in
sweeping bends throwgh wheat fields cling-
i) 1 bk @arth. Soon | CEme a6rss an
enduring symbol thal has always sustained
the Oklahoma economy, despile any emalic
waather. A fully operational il derrick
turned and chumed inexorably o extract the
black, liquid goid that influences world mar- - —
Kets amd politics, - AT e
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!‘iﬁuﬂl ignobie in heer final berth, this killer submarine (IS5 Batfish) sank
2! her share of tomnage during Woeld War il, including three Japanese subs.
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Talimena Seanic Byway climbs up the Winding
Stai Mounlaing and lures meforeyclists,

* | plumimited soutfwand along Infersiate
A5 until I found mysel n thi Arbucklos—
gentle, mewam hills surmounding the
Washita River. At Turnar Falls Park, wad-
ers splashed in a circular swimming pool
henexath the 77-foot cascade, | encoun-
tered Route 770 elevating high encaigh

1o allow braad views across the Washita
River. This whiplash of road led me inta
Dougherty and the Arbuckls Lake region.

Bartlesville

e
'-5-'" Sitaade

\- WUAP BY BILL TIPTOMDOMPARTMAFS. DOM

Weeekopes
Thernpike

Kby §

Share ek

Turner Fails

Park - -

& While explosing near Fort Gibson | ran across twin iron truss bridges dating from 1926
spanning the Grand River. These geder Trameworks wene nol unlilke the numenous shaegl
spans buill along Rowte 56 ta the porth, | headed thal way over glorious winding, wobded
State Route B0 edging Sequoyah Bay,
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Thit emerald vista slong Talimena Scenic Byway
shirmcases one of My SCEnic views H|ﬂl|1u thi
Sd-milé drive.

Dither Great Hoads

# Talimena Soenss Byway mins fram
Talihina, Oklahoma, to Mena, Arkansas,
and connects to the Oklahoma cities of
Heavener and Foleau. Built in the late “60s
and completed in 1970, it was established
4% 8 Scenig Byway in 2005, I winds 54
miles along the crest of Rich Mountain and
Winding Stair Mountain in the Ouachita
Maticnal Forest. Along the drive are sev-
eral historic sites and national park vistas
oyveriooking mouniamn forestiand at each
glance, Talimenad ofters & vamety of outdoor
recriation oppariunifies, matve plants and
wildlite in a geological setling thal makes it
truly unique. B
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