! North Carolina

The following is an rpt from the article Of Ribs and Roads: Barbecue and Byways in the Carolina Mountains
printed in the June 2004 issue. Tear it out and take it with you, or print the PDF version you can find at ridermagazine.com.

® Follow Route 143 west of Robbinsville to
the Cherohala Skyway, which crosses the
border to Telico Plains, Tennessee, After
38 years of planning and construction, the
Skyway was completed in 1996 and it just
may be the best hundred-million tax dol-
lars ever squandered on pavement. It's 40
miles of esses through wildermess with no
stretch that could be labeled a straight-
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I'ail of the Dragon
The popular Tail of the Dragon begins
im the tiny town of Deal’s Gap in North
Carolina and crosses into Tennessee. A
number of motorcycles attack an 11-mile
stretch of U.5. 129, known as the Dragon,
daily. Across the border, the tar is flaw-
less and the curves bank perfectly. There's
no shoulder, no quardrail and no margin
for error. Missing one of the 318 curves
drops you into no man's fand, somewhere
between ditch and ravine. This is called
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Fly fishing is another means of recreation along
Wayah Road and the Nantahala River.

® Venture north of Franklin on Route 28 into

the Nantahala National Forest. The curves IR T Tl )

range from tight to treacherous and the Tap, left: West of Frankiin, Wayah Road (also known a5 UPS Curve) s a twisting ribbon better suited
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Franklin, North Carolina (population 3,800) is the self-described Gem
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® The intense curves of North Carolina Pl A TEN oy Y i B
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Beech Gap and head west along the Park-
way's highest elevation, The easy turns
along the ridge strike a contrast with the
hairpin turns that brought us to the ridge.
The Parkway's terminus delivers us to AR g il ) =
Great Smoky Mountains National Park. el e T S
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